We do not hesitate to affirm, that no more complete description is extant of any organ in the animal body, than that which Mr. Simon has here furnished in regard to this obscure and ill-understood part of the organism. He has not only carefully analysed its structure by the microscope, in animals in which it attains its highest development, but he has traced it through an extensive series of animals, including typical forms of most of the principal groups in which it occurs ; he has also scrutinized its embryonic development, from the earliest period at which it is discoverable; and he has examined the structure of the spleen, thyroid body, and supra-renal glands, for the sake of comparison with it. We must content ourselves with briefly stating the conclusions at which he has arrived; these are not merely interesting in themselves, as affording a plausible solution of a qucestio vexata, which has much troubled anatomists and physiologists, but they are of much importance, from their bearing on the doctrines of general physiology.
We must pass over, for want of space, the historical introduction, prin-cipally derived from the learned work of Dr. Haugsted (Copenhagen, 1832) , in which a summary has been given of all that has been previously written, (p. 84.) Every one must perceive the interest which attaches to this comparison; and must feel that physiologists are indebted to Mr. Simon for a new method for reviewing these curious and perplexing bodies. Whether that method is the correct one, or whether it will have to undergo modification, as the inquiry is extended and made still more precise, it would be premature in us to offer any decided opinion; and we shall content ourselves with exhorting those who have facilities for the investigation, to follow up the same line of inquiry, in regard to the thyroid gland, the spleen, and the supra-renal capsules, which Mr. Simon has prosecuted so successfully with regard to the thymus.
The physiological conclusions arrived at by Mr. Simon, and contained in his sixth chapter, strike us as the least satisfactory part of his whole essay; yet it is no discredit to him to fail in effecting the complete solution of a problem, which has baffled so many of the greatest men in our profession. In justice to our author, we shall place before our readers a summary of his conclusions, and of the arguments on which they are based; and shall content ourselves with pointing out one or two difficulties which it does not explain, and offering one or two suggestions that may give a different direction to speculation. 
